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Reflective Statement 

By Michelle McBride 

 

 

In creating my Digital Portfolio, an important factor was including my work as a professional 

artist. I chose to study Digital Marketing to learn how to create a brand for myself as an artist 

and develop skills and confidence in building my online presence.  

The highlights of my learnings during the course are outlined in each of the posts in my Digital 

Marketing portfolio. The mandatory group assignments were of particular benefit as they 

provided opportunity to network gain invaluable peer to peer critique. 

My choice of artefacts demonstrates the integration of digital marketing into my practice as a 

professional artist but the two practices are clearly delineated by separate portfolio’s through 

making separate Art Portfolio and Digital Marketing Portfolios. 

The Digital Portfolio module of the course was an excellent opportunity to put all of my learning 

together to create a professional website. I chose to use Wordpress as I had some previous 

experience in using the platform. Upon reflection I believe that a more user friendly, easier 

platform like Wix.com may have been a better choice as I found the prior knowledge I had of 

Wordpress was limited once I commenced building the site. As a result I had to spend additional 

time learning how to use the platform which perhaps effected my ability to achieve higher 

quality results. However I now have additional skills in website development which I do not 

think I would have acquired by using Wix.com or other similar platforms. 

I created the image for my About page using a portrait photograph I took of myself, edited using 

Affinity Photo into a stencil and layered over a stock image downloaded from Pexels.com. I 

chose this image as it is colourful and eye catching and also demonstrates my ability to use 

photo editing software. 

I chose a simple template for creating the contact form. I intend to learn more about creating 

contact forms so that I can improve on its current design and make it more visually appealing. In 

addition to creating the form, I have also added a contact button on my home page with a call to 

action to get in touch with me. 



Page | 2  
 

For my art portfolio, I have included a choice of projects that demonstrate the professional level 

of my practice. With feature images set for each post, I chose the tiled layout of the portfolio 

items as it gives a good visual overview to visitors to my website. I will continue to add to this 

portfolio as I develop my art practice.  

For my digital portfolio, I have included project work from modules studied during the Digital 

Marketing hDip course with Dublin School of Business. Prior to commencing the course I had 

no knowledge of Digital Marketing, therefore the content I chose relates specifically to the 

course content. I decided not to cover every module on the course, selecting the projects I felt 

had the biggest impact on my learning journey, the ones I enjoyed the most and those I found 

most challenging. 

I chose the e-book created for the Digital Marketing Management module as this was the first 

module I studied on the course, and was my first exposure to structured Digital Marketing 

education. This module was immensely useful in gaining an understanding of the complexity of 

Digital Marketing concepts. I chose to create my e-book using video links for each of the topics 

covered which provided opportunity for readers to gain more in-depth knowledge of particular 

areas of interest. I used the Book Creator platform to make the e-book, unfortunately I didn’t 

download the finished book. I discovered when creating my digital portfolio that the book had 

been removed from the platform as log in was provided through DBS. This was unfortunate 

however I have learned from this mistake to ensure I back up any future work I create.  

Unexpectedly, Google Analytics was of great interest to me. Analysing the information and 

creating artefacts and reports for presenting data in a clear and easily understandable way was 

very enjoyable. The workshops provided by the tutor during the module in the use of Google 

Analytics and Google Data Studio were excellent. There are numerous tutorials online for using 

both platforms however the step by step guidance provided by the tutor enhanced the learning 

outcomes for me. I chose some of the graphs and charts created during the module, along with a 

downloadable pdf copy of the full assignment so that visitors to my website could use this as a 

tool in their own learning journey. 

The work created for the e-business and emerging technologies module is also included in my 

portfolio. For the group work assignment to create a business plan, I worked with two peers in 

the development of a family run, print on demand organic t-shirt business. Of particular note for 
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this project, working on the financial planning and projections was an excellent experience in the 

costs involved in setting up an e-business. Initially it was challenging to join a team where the 

choice of e-business was already made but through great communication and team work, it was 

the most enjoyable group assignment I have participated in to date.  

I intend to add an education and resources portfolio to my website as I provide art workshops in 

schools and with youth groups. I may decide to restrict access to this section as it will contain 

images of children and young people. I will do this by password protecting the portfolio however 

I will need to further develop my skills using Wordpress before publishing this content. 

To improve my website I will need to learn how to edit my portfolio items with greater skill. I 

would like to remove the dating on each of the entries. I also need to focus more attention on my 

social media presence and use this to drive traffic to my website. 


